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Building Community: Value One Another

by Father John Vlahos

A few years ago author
Robert D. Putnam came out
with a book entitled Bowling
Alone: The Collapse and Re-
vival of American Commu-
nity. Putnam writes about
“how we have become in-
creasingly disconnected from
family, friends, neighbors, and
our democratic structures.” He
reports that in the past 25
years membership in clubs has
declined 58%, families eating
together at dinner has declined
by 33%, and “having friends
over” has declined by 45%.
We live in an increasingly iso-
lated society.

No wonder many report
“feeling lonely” as one of their
main problems. This chronic
sense of loneliness is a direct
reflection of a spiritual
poverty.

A rather crude and cruel ex-
periment was carried out by
Emperor Frederick, who ruled
the Roman Empire in the 13th
century. He wanted to know
what man's original language
was: Hebrew, Greek, or Latin?
He decided to isolate a few in-
fants from the sound of the
human voice. He reasoned that
they would eventually speak
the natural tongue of man.
Nurses who were sworn to ab-
solute silence were obtained,
and though it was difficult for
them, they abided by the rule.
The infants never heard a
word--not a sound from a
human voice. Within several
months they were all dead.

But we were not meant to be

alone, isolated from human
connection and communica-
tion. Over and over again God
has communicated to us His
desire that community and
loving relationships be the
norm, not the exception. We
can live only in relationships.
We need each other. In the
very beginning, God declared
that it was not good for man to
be alone, so He created a
“helpmate” for Adam — some-
one fitted to his needs for
communion, for fellowship,
for love. All through the his-
tory of the Old Testament we
see God calling the prophets to
preach to the nation of Israel
to stay together, to be a com-
munity of believers, to be a
new society, so that the whole
world could see what a Godly
community looks like.

God continues to call
mankind to relationships in the
New Testament, as Christ
gathers around Himself a com-
munity of believers. He re-
minds the disciples that the
world will “know that you are
My disciples, if you have love
for one another.” (John 13:35)
The whole New Testament is
built around the work of the
Holy Spirit to create this new
community, the Church, to
show the world just how peo-
ple are supposed to be com-
munity together.

If we think about it, if 100
pianos were all tuned to the
same fork, then they are auto-
matically tuned to each other?
They are of one accord by
being tuned, not to each other,
but to another standard to

which each one must
individually bow. So
one hundred wor-
shipers [meeting] to-
gether, each one
looking to Christ,
are  in
heart
nearer to
each other
than they
could possibly
be.

That’s why
the “island unto my-
self” attitude of bla-
tant individualism so
strongly works against the
healing message of the Gospel
that brings people together.
The Truth of the Christian
faith is destined to create unity
and peace in families, neigh-
borhoods, cities, states, and
nations.
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As we embark on a new ec-
clesiastical year, my hope and
prayer is that we as a Church
Family here at the Holy Res-
urrection, will continue to
“grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18)
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A Message From the Parish
Council President

By James Catacosinos

Fellow Parishioners,

I hope everyone had a nice sum-
mer and enjoyed the beautiful
Labor Day weekend. It’s hard to
believe that the summer is now
over and we are getting back into
full swing with our children going
back to school or in some cases,
college. As always, when the
summer ends, our ecclesiastical
year begins and with it comes
much activity. This is when we
begin our spiritual and cultural ed-
ucational programs along with our
fall youth schedule. As of the
12th, the start time of Liturgy re-
verts back to 10:00 AM. Sunday
School begins on September 26th.
Between now and then, we shall
be holding registration for Sunday
School, as well as for our other
youth activities, during coffee
hour each week after Liturgy. If
you have not had your children
participate in our Sunday School
program, I highly recommend it.
It’s a great way for our kids to get
a spiritual education from some
great teachers as well as make new
friends. We will also be hosting a
Welcome Back Picnic at Morgan
Park in Glen Cove on Sunday the
26th after Divine Liturgy. With
weather permitting, it will be a
great event celebrating the start of
our New Year and hanging out
with friends new and old.

Greek School will also begin
this month. We are looking for-
ward to another strong year for en-
rollment from our families. We
are very proud of our Greek
School and are always looking of
ways to adjust and improve it. At
the end of the last semester in
June, Anne Alexandrou handed
out a survey to get thoughts from
our Greek School parents about
their feeling on how the school
year went. These surveys are very
important as they give us feedback
on what how we are doing and we
encourage suggestions on ways we
can continually improve our pro-
gram. It is your chance to help us
enrich and grow our Greek School
program so it can continue to be a
vital piece of our children’s lives
as they learn, understand and em-
brace our Greek heritage. If you
did not receive a survey or have
not yet submitted one, please re-
quest one from Mrs. Alexandrou.
We take all your comments very
seriously.

The fall also starts our youth
athletic programs, with our youth
soccer league. Through GOYA,

JOY, HOPE and Little Angels pro-
grams, we offer a range of activi-
ties and programs for our children
and we encourage all of you to get
involved either by registering your
children or volunteering your time.
If you have any questions please
reach out our Youth Commission
Co-chairs, Nickie Demos or my
wife, Deborah.

This fall will also have the
Philoptochos House tour on Octo-
ber 21st, which is always an ele-
gant and well attended event. As
worked the raffles for this event
one year, | was surprised by how
many people from outside our
Parish that support our event.
Everyone really enjoyed the tours
of 2 lovely homes followed by a
nice luncheon with raffle prizes af-
terward. It a big part of the
Philoptochos fundraising calendar
and all your support is greatly ap-
preciated. Please see Tina Con-
way for more information.

Our Annual Dinner Dance is
scheduled for Saturday, November
13th at the Mill River Country
Club and we are looking forward
to another wonderful evening. It
really is nice to see all our fellow
parishioners last year enjoying
themselves through a great cock-
tail hour and then into the sit down
dinner where great food is accom-
panied by music and dancing. It
gets to be quite busy on that dance
floor as any of the previous atten-
dees can attest. More information
will be coming soon but if you
have any questions just see Anne
Vandoros. If you are unfamiliar
with any of the contact names I
have listed above, please ask any
Parish Council member you see in
Church and they will be happy to
help you.

Our Annual Golf Outing will be
held on Monday October 18th at
the Sands Point Golf Club. This is
a great golf course and if you
haven’t had the opportunity to
play there, this is great chance to
experience a wonderful day out. If
you like to know more about the
outing please see me and I will be
happy to answer any questions you
have.

This fall we will be holding our
General Assembly sometime in
early November. This is a very
important meeting as we will be
voting on our 2011 budget and
also be nominating candidates for
the next Parish Council elections
in December.

Our Parish Development initia-
tive will continue this fall as we

(continued on page 7)

Looking Forward to Welcoming Our

Children for a New Sunday School Year
You Can Sign Up Now, Registration is Ongoing

By Tina Mihaltses, Director

Our Sunday School program
will start on the last Sunday in
September, the 26th, with regis-
trations being held during coffee
hour in the gallery beginning the
Sunday after Labor Day. Current
Sunday School families had the
forms sent to them electronically
and through the mail. We wel-
come new registrants and, for
your convenience, forms may also
be downloaded from our church’s
website: www.resurrectiongoc.org

Sunday  School continues
through the end of May. Children
attend Divine Liturgy once a
month and, after signing the Sun-
day School attendance sheet at the
Pangari, they are seated with their
families on their church Sunday.
On the other Sundays of the
month, after venerating the icons,
children sit with their teacher in
their class' designated class pews

which are adjacent to the section
by the choir. After the Gospel
reading and the Children’s Ser-
mon they are dismissed to class.
When it is time for Holy Com-
munion, they are brought back to
receive or sit with their families.
At this time children in grades one
through eight, go to hymn class
until the end of Liturgy, on an al-
ternating basis. The eleventh-
twelfth grade classes meet twice a
month, on the other two Sundays
students are expected to serve in
the altar, sing in the choir or help
out in the Sunday School.

Older students participate in the
annual St. John Chrysostom Ora-
torical Festival and In Youth Sun-
day in the Fall. Younger students
participate in the Christmas pag-
eant.

If you would like more infor-
mation on Sunday School, please
contact Mrs. Tina Mihaltses
through our church at 671-5200.

Please Join St. Catherine's Philoptochos
and Support Philanthropy

By Tina Conway, President

We, the members of St. Cather-
ine's Philoptochos, hope everyone
had an enjoyable and relaxing
summer. St. Catherine’s Philopto-
chos members are very excited
about the beginning of the eccle-
siastical year and are ready to con-
tinue to striving towards fulfilling
our mission to be “friends of the
poor.”

In order to be able to run our
many philanthropic programs we,
of course, need funds. We rely
heavily on fundraising to replen-
ish our philanthropic treasury. Our
main fundraiser for the year is our
famous Gold Coast House Tour.
Many people look forward to this
annual event and each year our
House Tour is well attended and
greatly enjoyed. This year our
House Tour is set to take place on,
Thursday, October 21st. We are
once again showcasing two mag-
nificent homes with a delicious
luncheon to follow. The afternoon
is filled with fun, fellowship and
lots of beautiful raffle prizes. The
funds we generate will help us
achieve our mission to help the

needy and support our many char-
ities. Won't you please consider
supporting us by attending our
House Tour, purchasing raffles,
and/or becoming a sponsor and
making a monetary donation.
Please keep an eye out for your in-
vitation in the mail. Also, tickets
and raffles will soon be available
for purchase during Coffee Hour.

In the upcoming months, St.
Catherine’s Philoptochos will em-
bark on two of our largest philan-
thropic programs, our annual
Thanksgiving Day food drive and
our Christmas Angel toy drive.
Both these programs have been
very successful and we welcome
all volunteers who would like to
help in any way.

Throughout the year, we also
coordinate and run Coffee Hour
after Liturgy. If you are not on our
mailing list and would like to
serve, please contact us. It’s a
great way to meet new people and
help promote fellowship within
our community.

We look forward to a fulfilling
and rewarding year while striving
to help those in need.
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Encyclical of Archbishop Demetrios for the Ecclesiastical New Year
and Day for Protection of Natural Environment

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,

We begin this Ecclesiastical
New Year as we should begin
every year and each day of our
lives, with hope in the promises
of our Lord Jesus Christ for our
salvation and a blessed life with
Him for all eternity. The Apostle
Paul in his Epistle to the Romans
links this hope in the glory which
shall be revealed in us (Romans
8:18) to another attribute that
should be characteristic of our
Christian lives, “hope with perse-
verance.” He states, “But if we
hope for what we do not see, we
eagerly wait for it with persever-
ance” (8:25).

The hope of believers is not an
empty hope. It is not inactive or
hesitant. It is not based on the
naive idea that things will be-
come better automatically. Our
hope originates in our transfor-
mation through the power and
presence of Christ, and it marks
all attitudes and actions of our
lives. It is in this hope that we
join together with brothers and
sisters in Christ in a community
of love, worship, and fellowship.
In hope, we gather all people into

God’s home affirming His love
and power to redeem their lives.
In hope, we live in a fallen world
responding to the needs around
us in love, striving for and doing
what is just and holy, and offer-
ing peace and true life. And we
do this with perseverance.

On this day of Indiction, of
September 1, which marks the
beginning of the Ecclesiastical
New Year, “hope with persever-
ance” has a significant meaning.
The question is how do we per-
severe through the challenges of
this world in the hope of partici-
pating in the glorious liberty we
will have as the children of God?
We receive the power of perse-
verance as we gather in prayer
and praise to the Holy Trinity, as
we are guided through the Holy
Sacraments, as we are edified
through all aspects of worship
through the Holy Scriptures,
hymns, prayers, sermons, icons,
and the sacred space of the
Church. Through all of these,
our perseverance is nurtured, and
our hope grows into a strong wit-
ness of the Gospel to a world
which seems hopeless, lost, and
confused.

This first day of September has
also been designated by our holy
and beloved Ecumenical Patriar-
chate as the Day for the Protec-
tion of our Natural Environment.
We can also affirm the signifi-
cance of “hope with persever-
ance” when we consider the
challenges we face in the proper
care and respect for the natural
world. Over the past four months
we have been saddened by the
environmental tragedy in the
Gulf of Mexico. The impact of
this catastrophe on the ocean,
wildlife, shorelines, and the well-
being of the involved communi-
ties will linger for years and
possibly decades. As Orthodox
Christians, we also see the spiri-
tual effects of this and many
other environmental challenges
around the world. As the Apostle
Paul states, we know that the en-
tire created order is under the
bondage of corruption, eagerly
awaiting redemption together
with us (Romans 8:21-22).
While we await such a final re-
demption of all, we cannot be
idle or insensitive to the suffering
environment. In our respect for
life, in our love for all things cre-

ated by God, and in our respon-
sibility to be good stewards of all
that He has given us, we must
adopt attitudes and habits that
show this. We must respond to
environmental challenges with
the love that God has shown us.
This is a “perseverance in hope”
or a “hope with perseverance”
that honors truth in the face of in-
surmountable adversity, values
life above convenience and
profit, and reveals the hope we
have in the glory which shall be
revealed in us.

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ, on this day of Indiction I
offer you my prayers and wishes
for a blessed Ecclesiastical New
Year filled with hope and joy as
we gather for feasts and com-
memorations in the name of
Christ, and as we persevere in the
hope of the life that is ours
through Him.

With paternal love in Christ,

TDEMETRIOS
Archbishop of America

Project Generation Prepares for Symposium in February

By Chris Gabriel and
Valerie Sakellaridis

It has been almost a year since
the idea of Project Generation
was born; now this idea has be-
come a reality.

In the past ten months we have
held numerous organizational
meetings, set up a website
(www.projectgeneration.net)
along with a group and page on

Facebook, and most importantly
we have begun reaching out to all
of the other parishes within the
Archdiocesan District in order to
maximize participation. We have
already received positive re-
sponses from priests, advisors
and teens in a number of parishes
and look forward to finalizing a
list of teams within the coming
months.

Our initial idea of a kickoff
event in the fall has been re-
placed by an extended period of
parish visitations in order to
allow for more time for personal
contact as part of the recruiting
effort. We expect this to
strengthen the showing at the
symposium in February. We plan
to continue this recruiting
process through the fall, leaving
two to three months for the teams

to prepare their topics in
advance of the sympo-
sium.

While the symposium
is still months away, our
next major effort will be
to advertise it in order to
maximize attendance. We
hope that the vast knowl-
edge that the teams will
present will enlighten not
only our youth but also all
adults who attend the
event to His All Holiness Patri-
arch Bartholomew’s deep passion
for protecting the environment

After the symposium we plan
to publish the proceedings. This
will not only enable the partici-
pants to look back upon their
findings but also will leave a per-
manent record so that anyone
who did not attend the event can

“There is no doubt in our mind that the
only way forward is through the con-
certed effort of our younger generations.
Ultimately it is you that need to address
this issue; ultimately, it is you that will
be faced with the consequences of this
crisis; and, ultimately, it is you that will
oblige us to assume responsibility for the
way we treat the earth and its resources,
encouraging us to do so in a manner that
dignifies both creation and our Creator.”

- His All Holiness
Patriarch Bartholomew

be aware of the message set by
this symposium and by His All
Holiness.

If you want more information
about Project Generation you can
either e-mail us at-
info@projectgeneration.net or go
to projectgeneration.net
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The Rebuilding of St. Nicholas Church at 130 Liberty Street

As is well known, on September 11,
2001 our city and nation suffered a terrorist

attack of unparalleled proportions. In
addition to the tragic and horrific loss
of almost 3,000 innocent victims, a
number of whom were members of our
own community, the world witnessed
the unimaginable collapse of the Twin
Towers. When the second Tower fell, it
landed on and erased all traces of the
Greek Orthodox Christian Church of
St. Nicholas, the only house of worship
destroyed that day. Opened in 1916 by
a group of Greek immigrants, the
church not only served the spiritual
needs of its parishioners but was also a
sacred space in which people of all eth-
nic and religious backgrounds working
in the surrounding area would often
stop, light a candle and spend a few
moments in prayer and reflection.
Following the events of 9/11, the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-
ica and the St. Nicholas parish fully co-
operated and worked closely with the
relevant authorities. Former Governor
George Pataki pledged without reser-
vation his support for rebuilding in the
belief that it was a necessary part of the
healing of New York City and of our
nation. Early on, as plans were being
formulated for the reconstruction of the
area, the Church agreed to relocate and
rebuild its house of worship at a new
locale to facilitate the envisioned de-
sign for the overall site. In 2004, the au-

thorities proposed that the new edifice be
built at 130 Liberty Street, a parcel on the
same block as the original site, and an agree-
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ment was reached between the Archdiocese
and the Port Authority. Four successive
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LMDC/Port Authority administrations hon-
ored this mutual agreement which entailed
extensive on-going work and planning on the

part of all parties. All site plans for the area
which the LMDC/Port Authority released to

the public show St. Nicholas at this
new locale. Regrettably, the latest Port
Authority administration in 2009 un-
expectedly and arbitrarily reneged on
this agreement and as a result, the
Archdiocese and St. Nicholas parish
are suddenly offered no viable option.
LMDC/Port Authority has refused to
meet with us. In the meantime the
LMDC/Port Authority has excavated
the original site without our consent,
rendering it unusable, in flagrant viola-
tion of our legal rights.

The Archdiocese and parish lead-
ership remain firmly committed to the
rebuilding of the church honoring the
long standing agreement with
LMDC/Port Authority. Confident that
we have acted in good faith and trust-
ing in Almighty God, we expect that
justice will prevail and that we will be
successful in this sacred endeavor.

Editor's note: We urge you to join
the growing effort to demand that
LMDC/Port Authority honor their
agreement to rebuild our St. Nicholas
Church. One of the most effective ways
to make our point is to write a letter or
make a phone call to our NY State
elected officials both in the State Sen-
ate and the State Assembly asking them
for their vocal and visible support.
Their telephone numbers, state and
local office addresses are easily avail-

able on the internet. And of course, remind
your state representatives that this is an elec-
tion year.

Faith, Freedom and Our Green Generation

By Jim Gabriel

For most of us reading this
issue of Koinonia, whether we
are stewards or friends of the
Church of the Holy Resurrection,
we probably find ourselves
sometimes thinking about our
place, as parishioners, as a parish
family, and as Orthodox Chris-
tians within the larger Orthodox
Community. This may include
reflecting on our church’s posi-
tions on contemporary moral is-
sues as well as on current events.

Having been blessed with the
offikion of Ostiarios last Novem-
ber, as an Archon of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate, I find
myself feeling obligated to share
some of my perspectives on re-
cent current events with my
parish family. Irealize that I risk

being seen as potentially trying to
impose my own opinions on oth-
ers, but wish to stress that this is
not at all my intention. “It is the
sworn oath of the Archon to de-
fend and promote the Greek Or-
thodox faith and tradition. His
special concern and interest is to
serve as a bulwark to protect and
promote the Holy Patriarchate
and its mission.” As such, I feel
that I would be failing in my
sworn duty if I did not at least
highlight some of the current is-
sues of importance to the Patriar-
chate.

I would be remiss if I did not
start off by enthusiastically rec-
ommending His All Holiness’s
book, Encountering the Mystery:
Understanding Orthodox Christi-
anity Today. A quick look at the
Table of Contents is sufficient to

get a strong sense of priorities of
Patriarch Bartholomew.

Faith and Freedom is the title
given to Chapter 7, which in-
cludes an excerpt from the Third
Pre-Conciliar Pan Orthodox Con-
ference in 1986: “Orthodox
Christians should fight against
every form of fanaticism and big-
otry that divides human beings
and peoples.” It is important to
recall these words today, along
with a quote directly from His All
Holiness on the subject of inter-
faith dialogue: "It is a way of
learning how to listen in order to
hear, so that Muslims can feel
welcome and safe in Christian
countries; so that both Jews and
Palestinians may feel welcome
and safe in the Middle East; so
that all minorities in all places
can enjoy the same rights and

privileges as their neighbors." As
we read and listen to the volatile
daily dialogue regarding the
mosque at Ground Zero, let us
carefully consider these words of
our Patriarch before forming our
own opinions.

(continued on page 6)
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ORTHODOX CHURCH’S POSITIONS REGARDING
THE SANCTITY OF LIFE

By Rev. Dr. Stanley S. Harakas
Archbishop lakovos Professor
of Orthodox Theology
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology

THE SANCTITY OF
HUMAN LIFE

A major and overarching con-
cern of the Church arises with its
commitment to the God-given
sanctity of human life. Some of the
developments of the biological
manipulation of human life,
though promising and amazing
therapeutic achievements, may
also be understood and undermin-
ing respect for the integrity of
human existence. Others may be
seen as providing a new means of
healing human illness. Discerning
the difference is the challenge the
Church faces in developing its
teaching on these newly appearing
issues.

HUMAN LIFE

The Church's teaching about
human life is based on Holy Tradi-
tion, including the Scriptures as a
primary resource and the ongoing
teaching and interpretation of the
Orthodox Faith. Life is a gift of
God in the formation of the created
world. All life is precious, but God
uniquely creates human life in the
"image and likeness of God."
Human life as such is deserving of
deep respect and individual human
beings are to be treated in accor-
dance to their inherent human dig-
nity.

Thus, racism, unjust prejudi-
cial treatment of men and women,
genocide, forms of sexual ex-
ploitation, domestic violence, child
abuse, rape, theft or destruction of
legitimately owned property, de-
ceptions and deceit, environmental
plunder and other such manipula-
tive behaviors violate the human
dignity of others. Human life as a
gift of God should be respected.
Some specific issues are the fol-
lowing.

DONATION OF ORGANS

Although nothing in the Or-
thodox tradition requires the faith-
ful to donate their organs to others,
nevertheless, this practice may be
considered an act of love, and as
such is encouraged. The decision
to donate a duplicate organ, such
as a kidney, while the donor is liv-
ing, requires much consideration
and should be made in consultation
with medical professionals and

one's spiritual father. The donation
of an organ from a deceased per-
son is also an act of love that helps
to make possible for the recipient
a longer, fuller life. Such donations
are acceptable if the deceased
donor had willed such action, or if
surviving relatives permit it pro-
viding that it was in harmony with
the desires of the deceased. Such
actions can be approved as an ex-
pression of love and if they express
the self-determination of the donor.
In all cases, respect for the body of
the donor should be maintained.

Organ transplants should
never be commercialized nor co-
erced nor take placed without
proper consent, nor place in jeop-
ardy the identity of the donor or re-
cipient, such as the use of animal
organs. Nor should the death of the
donor be hastened in order to har-
vest organs for transplantation to
another person.

CREMATION

Because the Orthodox Faith
affirms the fundamental goodness
of creation, it understands the body
to be an integral part of the human
person and the temple of the Holy
Spirit, and expects the resurrection
of the dead. The Church considers
cremation to be the deliberate des-
ecration and destruction of what
God has made and ordained for us.
The Church instead insists that the
body be buried so that the natural
physical process of decomposition
may take place. The Church does
not grant funerals, either in the
sanctuary, or at the funeral home,
or at any other place, to persons
who have chosen to be cremated.
Additionally, memorial services
with kolyva (boiled wheat) are not
allowed in such instances, inas-
much as the similarity between the
“kernel of wheat” and the “body”
has been intentionally destroyed.

MEDICAL DEVELOPMENTS
AND THE CHURCH

With high frequency, new de-
velopments in the area of the life
sciences appear in our technologi-
cally advanced culture. The
Church welcomes efforts and tech-
niques that contribute to healing of
human diseases. Yet, many of these
advances raise moral questions.
Some of the Church's responses to
these developments are based on
older issues for which the Church
has clear and unambiguous guide-
lines. Other responses are not so
evident.

Thus, many of these develop-
ments form challenges to Ortho-
dox Christian spiritual concerns
and moral values. In numerous
cases, the Church is still in the
process of clarifying its response.
The following serve to indicate the
general positions and direction of
thought in the Orthodox Church.

SEXUALITY
The Church teaches that
human sexuality is a divinely
given dimension of human life that
finds its fulfillment in the marital
relationship. This is also supported
by empirical observation, for at
their very biological basis, sexual
differences clearly exist for repro-
ductive purposes. Because of the
fact that human reproduction re-
quires a long period of time for the
newly born child to achieve a level
of development permitting physi-
cal self-care, and increasingly long
periods for social, educational,
emotional, and economic maturity,
the human race long ago recog-
nized the need for some kind of
permanent relationship of the sexes
for the purpose of serving the re-
productive purpose. That perma-
nent relationship is marriage.
However, the purpose of mar-
riage is not limited or restricted to
this aspect alone. The purposes of
marriage and their ranking in im-
portance are a point of difference
among Orthodox authorities (both
patristic and contemporary), but
scriptural and patristic evidence
argue for at least four purposes for
marriage, without ranking them in
order of primacy:
the birth and care, of children,
the mutual aid of the couple,
the satisfaction of the sexual drive,
growth in mutuality & oneness, i.¢., love.
In the mixture of these pur-
poses, the whole purpose of human
sexuality is fulfilled and com-
pleted, ethically and humanly.
The Orthodox Church recog-
nizes marriage as the only moral
and spiritually appropriate context
for sexual relations. Thus, all other
forms of sexual activity such as
fornication, adultery, homosexual-
ity, lesbianism, pornography, all
forms of prostitution, and similar
forms of behavior are sins that are
inappropriate for the Orthodox
Christian. Marriage is only con-
ducted and recognized in the Or-
thodox Church as taking place
between a man and a woman.
Same-sex marriages are a contra-
diction in terms. The Orthodox

Church does not allow for same-
sex marriages.

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION

For obvious reasons, artificial
insemination of unmarried women,
or of married women without the
consent and cooperation of the
husband, is rejected by the Ortho-
dox, in the first instance as a form
of fornication, and in the second as
duplicity and a form of adultery.
What of the cases in which the hus-
band gives his permission or urges
the procedure upon his wife? In
this situation, when a donor's
semen is used, Orthodox ethicists
readily view it as the intrusion of a
third person into the sacred marital
relationship and reject it as a form
of adultery not ethically appropri-
ate. In the instances in which the
couple is not able to bear their own
children, the other purposes of
marriage remain in effect, and the
marriage of the couple continues to
be both valid and fulfilling. Such a
couple may decide to adopt chil-
dren.

In the case of insemination
with the husband's sperm (AIH),
there are differing opinions. Some
ethicists hold that AIH is also im-
proper because the child is not con-
ceived as a result of natural sexual
intercourse. This position, how-
ever, does not prohibit medical
treatment of the husband for the
correction of some medical defect
that may be the cause of the failure
to achieve conception. This view is
countered by the consideration that
the integrity of the marital rela-
tionship is not attacked by AIH.
Rather, one of its main purposes is
permitted to be fulfilled. It is ques-
tionable if the ethical argumenta-
tion connecting AIH with the
requirement for the physical act of
sexual intercourse is drawn from
Eastern Orthodox sources.

Orthodox writers have not
dealt with artificial inovulation and
in vitro fertilization procedures. It
would seem consistent, though, to
hold that, so long as the sperm and
ovum are those of the husband and
wife, and the wife carried the child
to term, such procedures would not
in themselves be objectionable.
However, egg grafts from anony-
mous donors and the transplanta-
tion of a fertilized ovum to a foster
mother who would then carry the
conceptus to term would attack the
integrity of the marriage and the
mother-child relationship.

(continued on page 6)
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Faith, Freedom and Our Green Generation

Patriarch Bartholomew has
been responsible for tremendous
progress towards religious free-
dom in Turkey. While we still
have a long way to go, we cannot
strive for religious freedom on
one side of the world while deny-
ing it in our own back yard. Itis
clearly a sensitive and multi-di-
mensional issue, and I do not
mean to over simplify it. I sim-
ply wish to make sure that we are
all considering our Patriarch’s
priorities as formulate our re-
sponses to the current issue.

Regarding the progress in
Turkey, it is hard to quantify
progress, but I would like to
highlight some recent news. On
Sunday, August 15, 2010, after
almost 9 decades, Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew cele-
brated the Divine Liturgy for the
Feast of the Dormition of
Theotokos at the Historic
Monastery of Panagia Soumela
in Trapezounda. In attendance
were Metropolitans of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate, members of
the Greek and Russian parlia-
ments, Turkish authorities as well
as numerous pilgrims from
Greece, Russia, and other coun-
tries. This marked a major mile-
stone as the Turkish Government
gave permission for annual wor-
ship at the monastery. Do we
hope for much more? We obvi-
ously do, but it is important to
recognize each step forward.
Just a few days later, the largest
English newspaper in Turkey,
published an opinion piece titled
“De-crucifying Turkey’s Chris-
tians,” which refered to His All
Holiness” comments on last
year’s 60 Minutes interview. The
article concluded “Good job. But
[Turkish Prime Minister] Erdo-
gan should not confine himself
with Sumela, and move on to
solve other problems of Turkey's
Christians, beginning with the re-
opening of the Halki Seminary.

(continued from page 4)

He should, in other words, de-
crucify all the followers of Christ
in this country. They have suf-
fered enough.”

If I may now shift gears, con-
sider the title and sub-title of
Chapter 6: “The Wonder of Cre-
ation: Religion and Ecology.” 1
suspect that we all know that our
Patriarch is known as The Green
Patriarch. Most of us may real-
ize that for that reason Time
Magazine named him one of the
most 100 important people in
2007. But how many of us really
follow his lead and do everything
in our power to be stewards of
God’s Earth? Do we recycle
every bottle or can that we use, or
only if we’re near a bin? Do we
use green products whenever
possible or only when conven-
ient? Perhaps most importantly,
do we take this opportunity to
show our kids that their church is
relevant and active in one of the
most important issues of their
time? They all recognize the en-
vironment as a key issue, but do
they see this connection? Do we
see it?

The youth of our parish are tak-
ing a leadership role in this area.
Project Generation is a new proj-
ect initiated by our teens for our
entire Direct Archdiocesan Dis-
trict. Its goal is to hold an annual
Youth Environmental Sympo-
sium to draw attention to the
Symposia on Religion, Science
and the Environment held by His
All  Holiness (http://rsesym-
posia.org). Let’s support our kids
in this effort and lets follow their
lead as leaders in current efforts
to protect our environment.

These only represent the tip of
the iceberg, but it’s a starting
point. I hope that everyone read-
ing this will give these issues
some thought. I hope you will
consider picking up the book. I
thank you for listening.

THE SANCTITY OF LIFE

Another topic that has re-
ceived little treatment from Ortho-
dox writers is sterilization:
vasectomy in the case of the male
and tubal ligation in the case of the
female. It would appear that the ir-
reversible character of these proce-
dures would cause most Orthodox
to see them as a violation of one of
the purposes of marriage, though it
is conceivable that some cases in-
volving serious threat to the life of
the wife might justify the proce-
dures. Obviously, the use of the op-
eration to permit promiscuous
sexual living would be rejected out
of hand by Orthodox ethicists.

ABORTION

The Church from the very be-
ginning of existence has sought to
protect “the life in the womb” and
has considered abortion as a form
of murder in its theology and
canons. Orthodox Christians are
admonished not to encourage
women to have abortions, nor to
assist in the committing of abor-
tion. Those who perform abortions
and those who have sought it are
doing an immoral deed, and are
called to the loving embrace of our
Lord through repentance.

SUICIDE
Suicide, the taking of one's
own life, is self-murder and as
such, a sin. More importantly, it

(continued from page 4)

may be evidence of a lack of faith
in our loving, forgiving, sustaining
God. If a person has committed
suicide as a result of a belief that:
such an action is rationally or eth-
ically defensible, the Orthodox
Church denies that person a
Church funeral, because such be-
liefs and actions separate a person
from the community of faith. The
Church shows compassion, how-
ever, on those who have taken their
own life as a result of mental ill-
ness or severe emotional stress,
when a condition of impaired ra-
tionality can be verified by a physi-
cian.
AUTOPSY

When a person dies for rea-
sons that are uncertain, a qualified
medical examiner may, with the
permission of the next of kin, per-
form an autopsy to determine the
cause of death. In some states, this
is required by law. In all cases,
however, the Orthodox Church ex-
pects that the body of the deceased
be treated with respect and dignity.

Note from Fr. John: Fr.
Harakas is the preeminent author-
ity on ethical issues in the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
Please know that each of these top-
ics must be approached in a very
sensitive and pastoral manner. If
anything in this article raises ques-
tions or concerns, please feel free
to speak to me about them.

ATTENTION: HELP WANTED

The Church is looking for an individual(s) who have experi-
ence in event planning/catering. We are looking for someone
to coordinate the use of the Church hall with all interested
parties (corporate/ individual). This person would work
closely with Effie Marie Smith to make sure the Church cal-
endar is free and would need to be available to see that the

event is running smoothly.

If interested please see Nickie Demos, Kathy Costas,
Peter Pappas or Anne Vandoros

Universal DJ
$495* for 4 Hours with

Free Lights & Free CDs
Demetri Ballas 516-398-8853
Over 18 Years Experience
Ouhw EMAnviko

*Certain Restrictions May Apply

GEORGE GEORGES
OVER 30 YEARS EXP.

CELL: 718.775.7201
OFF: 718.225.5025

24 M U :.2

FAUCETS « SINKS * VANITIES * TOILET.REPAIRS) | |
CLOGGED DRAINS + HOT WATER HEATERS » GAS HEATING) RS
geplumb@aol.com -,
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Join the Holy Resurrection Seniors as They Plan Full Calendar of Activites

By Alyette Schizas

The Holy Resurrection Sen-
iors Group is planning a full ros-
ter of activities for the new
ecclesiastical year. There will be
a calendar filled with even more
events. Just to give you an idea of
what the Seniors do, let's take a
look at last year.

On April 6, 2010, Mr.
George Douvas shared his expe-
riences of growing up in Greece
during World War II. The audi-
ence was most interested in his
presentation, especially those

who had been living in Greece at
that time. They shared some of
their stories with us.

On April 17, our group trav-
elled to our Archdiocese's
St.Michael Home for the Aged in
Yonkers. We expected to to travel
by bus but found a strech limou-
sine waiting for us! We were grate-
ful that it did not turn into a
pumpkin! At the home, we shared
food, good will, songs, dancing
and a variety of gifts. John Al-
banese, also known as “The Greek
Fred Astaire”, was the favorite

PI' c Sident ’ S M€ SS age (continued from page 2)

partner of many of the ladies.To
quote a real old expression: “He
cut quite a rug” In addition,some
members of our Holy Resurrec-
tion Choir presented a variety of
songs (kantades) that were en-
joyed by all. The afternoon ended
with the gift raffle, a favorite
event. Our limousine did not turn
into a pumpkin, so we went
home in style and comfort. We
hope all the residents of St.
Michael’s Home had as much fun
as we had.

The Seniors also participated
in a variety of activities such as

making palms, helping out at the
Annual Church Festival and shar-
ing food and friendship at a local
restaurant. In the coming year,
our members are looking forward
to exciting and wonderful gather-
ings and adventures.A trip to the
moon? Not really, but come and
join us anyway.

Please note: Should you need
more information about the Res-
urrection Senior Group, please
contact the coordinators: Aleka
Bellidoro: 676-3430 or Maria
Verveniotis: 677-9650

look for ways of become more
transparent so our Parishioners
will have a better understanding
about our financial health, our
monthly expenses and the ways
that we deal with these expenses.
We will be scheduling a town hall
meeting for a Sunday after Di-
vine Liturgy over the next several
weeks so we can answer any
questions you have. We continu-
ally have to fight our way
through each month, making sure
we can pay our bills while sched-
uling events to help us raise
money. Our fundraisers are ab-
solutely vital to our longevity but
our foundation of income is our

Stewardship program. I know
you hear about it through the
letters you receive and the
phones you get, but without
your support, we cannot sus-
tain our beautiful house of

School of Music
Beginners - “4Yrs Old to 100 Years Young”
Muses School of Performing Arts
For the Advanced/Intermediate Students Ages 8-11
516-674-4056

516-922-6819
6557 Northern Blvd., EAST NORWICH

Day School « School of Music - Art Studio
Welcome to Our World

Enriched Early Childhood Curriculum With a Focus on Math, Science, Reading
Readiness, Music & Italian * Flexible PT  FT  Extended Day c%}
o All Year Round ® Mommy & Me © Toddlers ® Nursery ® Pre-K (¥

Art Studio

Encourage the “Picas
Formal Art Lessons For The Young Artist-6-11 Years
Drawing I, Painting I & Multimedia I
10 Week Sessions - $299

516-674-4037
112 Glen Head Rd., GLEN HEAD

03463992H036indd.

Worship and continue satisfy-

ing the spiritual
needs of our
community. If
you have not yet
made your 2010

DitMARs FaMiLy DENTAL
George V. Gatzonis, D.D.S.

Cosmetic, Implant and Laser Dentistry

Stewardship
pledge, please

do so now. Our [
future depends

on it.

ditmarsfamdental@aol.com
www.ditmarssmiles.com

Tel (516) 673-8744

101-20 Dupont 5t
Plainview, Ny 11803

Licensed and Insured

Nicholas Calogredes
Owner

33-16 Ditmars Blvd.
Astoria, NY 11105
(718) 726-3600

Fredric (Rick) Schwartz, PT, MBA, MCMT

Physical Therapist
Mastery Certification Manual Therapy

Participating Member, Hospital for Special Surgery

Rehabilitation Network

0Old Brookville Physical Therapy &
Sports Rehabilitation Center, P.C.
333 Glen Head Road

Old Brookville, NY 11545

Phone: (516) 759-3480

Fax: (516) 759-3482
pirick@optonline.net

EAM DESIGN

ELIAS A. MANOLIS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

EAMARCHDESIGN@VERIZON . NET

125 OAKWOOD DRIVE
SYOSSET, NY 117891

PHONE: 516.241.0186
FAX: 516.938.5322

516.671.4481

e-m Info@mysweettomato.com
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tNowForLess.com f -

6801 Jericho Turnpike
Syosset, NY 11791

Direct: (516) 584-0540

Toll Free: (888) 905-0550 x 540
Fax: (516) 213-6175

oM
PROTRAVEL

PN T OE R N AT IO N AL

% Anne Vandoros

2 Account Executive
VIRTUOSO E-mail: Anne.Vandoros@Protravelinc.com

500 South 14th Street
New Hyde Park

{
New York 11040 £

718-415-9576

b
Margaret Tapogna Gatzonis ﬁf'

Dance / Aerobic Instructor
Choreographer
Specializing in childrens classes

Marfaéid &" :bemou

C’l\fﬁﬁ‘J p«”k _/df(ﬂﬂntﬂlb
George N. Martakis, CPA
Kirk C. Demou, CPA

Tt f631) 499.8901
TFax: (631) 486.8403

6080 Jericho Tuenpike  Suite 217
Commach, Vew York 11725.2848

Anthony Kammas
President

Lyons

42-16 28th Avenue
Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. (718) 267-8700
Fax (718) 777-8326

GENERAL INSURANCE

AGENCY, INC. Email: akammas@ Igionline. com

Stella and Cliff Hetzer

240 Glen Head Road, Suite 2
Glen Head, NY 11545
Office 516-674-2000
Fax 516-674-2022
Cell 516-456-3648
stellahetzer@danielgale.com

BEVIT i
#® "Gale | Sothebys

The Davenport
Press Restaurant

70 MAIN STREET
MINEOLA, NY 11501
(516) 248-8300

Serving the NY Metro
Area for Over 55 Years

Anthony X. Brigis
General Manager

| ouncEcrAFT

MOVING & STORAGE

53-10 46th Street
Sea Cliff, NY 11579 Maspeth, NY 11378
(516) 759-4430 (718} 784-8585

American RED BALL World Wide Movers

BesiMoverNYC com

85 Bth Avenue

Edith T. O’'Donnell
Chief Executive Officer

Lyons,
42-16 28th Avenue
Long Island City, NY 11103

Phone 718.267.2000

Cell 516.509.0243

Fax  718.956.6350

E-mail eodonnell@lyonsonline.com
MORTGAGE
SERVICES, INC.

www.lyensonline.com
Licensed Mortgage Banker NY, NJ, CT Banking Departments

LAFFEY ASSOCIATES
FINE HOMES & ESTATES

Brookville Office

Donnamarie Chaimanis, SRF
Managing Director
Licensed Broker Associate

Office 516-922-9800
Cell 516-978-9393
Home 516-802-3821
e-mail: dchaimanis@laffey.com

Charles J. Chiclacos
Attorney At Law

Engaged in the General Practice
of Law with offices in NYC and Glen Cove

Serving the members of this parish
for over twenty years

specialized
areas of:

Real Estate ® Personal Injury
Accidents e Wills & Estates

(516) 671-6577

3 Angels Gifts

a Sn Stephanie Pappas-Rodgers

Event Coordinator

400 West Jericho Turnpike
Huntington, NY 11743
T:(631) 425-2476 * F:(631) 659-3471
Contact(@3AngelsGifts.com

EXECUTIVE AREA MANAGER fi )
INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT

Kallinikos Funeral Services, Inc.

In association with

Towers Funeral Home Inc.

2681 Long Beach Road, Oceamide, New Yeek 11572
Funeral Arrangements

Services available in most ities of the Metropolitan Area
A for out-of-state and i | burials
Pre-need
Arrangements and consultations
" e st for Medicaid

oA . .
Krissie Kallinikos  George Frangiadakis ~ William C. Kallinikos
The Kallinikos family has been assisting familics of Nassau, Suffolk and New York City for
nearly two decades, We take pride in serving them with greal care, compassion, personalized
attention, and affordability,
24 Hour Service
Telephone 516 764 5191

Funeral and pre-need srrangements can be conducted in the privacy of your home




